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“Millions of prematurely-born men and women face 
complications in their later years that still aren’t well 
understood,” shares Preemie Crystal Ball Found-
er, Deb Discenza.

Preemie Crystal Ball is a research portal being 
developed for the preemie community through 
the lifespan of pregnancy to birth to childhood, 
adolescence, adulthood and the geriatric years. 
Our mission is to provide better data, better 
research, and better outcomes for premature 
babies worldwide – no matter what age they 
are.

continued at preemieworld.com/crystal-ball-health

PREEMIE CRYSTAL BALL
INTERNATIONAL

PREEMIE STORY OF THE MONTH

“As I was getting ready for bed I noticed I was 
bleeding. My husband rushed me to the nearest 
hospital where things started happening really fast. 
I was fully dilated and pushing and hearing things
like, “She’s losing too much blood.” “I can’t find the 
baby’s heartbeat.” “They’re not dying on
my watch.” They rushed me to the OR. I heard two 
little whimpers and they took my baby
away,” shares preemie mom, Leanne Dorish.

“It all felt like a big dream. As I lay there in my hos-
pital bed, staring out the hallway window I felt
numb. How could this be? I just had a baby. Where 
was the excitement? The joy? The baby?”

SKYE 

Skye teaches us every day, and we’re so 
blessed to be here together.             
                             
                                           - Leanne Dorish

continued at preemieworld.com/preemiestory-2021-Dec

AFTER THE NICU
Children born prematurely are more at risk for having a learning dis-
ability. Parents and other caregivers including medical professionals 
should keep an eye out for possible problems, especially in children 
who were born extremely premature. Here are some things to keep in 
mind:
• Corrected age:  A child’s corrected age should always be consid-

ered early in life when assessing development.  Remember, it’s 
important to differentiate between developmental lags due to 
maturation and true disabilities.

• Early intervention:  Early intervention gives a child the best 
chance at minimizing the effect of a learning disability.  The earlier 
your preemie is evaluated, the sooner intervention can begin. Early 
intervention gives a child the best chance at minimizing the effect 
of a learning disability.

continued at preemieworld.com/afterthenicu-2021-Dec

STRATEGIC PARTNERS
PROLACTA BIOSCIENCE SAGE THERAPEUTICS

ONCE UPON A PREEMIE

prolacta.com sagerx.com

onceuponapreemie.com

Visit preemieworld.com/our-partners to inquire.

WANT TO PARTNER WITH PREEMIEWORLD?

A NOTE FROM JENNY

As much as we would like to say that prematurity 
ends the day our preemies graduate from the NICU, 
the truth is, preterm birth can cause problems for 
preemies throughout their lives.

December 3rd is International Day of Persons with 
Disabilities.  This is a day to help everyone become 
more compassionate and understanding of the 
challenges faced by people and parents of preemies 
with disabilities. 

As we end 2021, there are some exciting things 
percolating for the new year. Deb Discenza, Found-
er of Preemie Crystal Ball, is working hard for 
unprecedented change for the Preemie Community.

Crystal Ball Health is working to create a preemie 
registry that will power the research to provide bet-
ter outcomes data globally not only for researchers 
and industry across the board but also at NICU 
bedside, at home and into the adult years.  Learn 
more here: https://crystalballhealth.com/

continued at preemieworld.com/note-from-jenny-2021-Dec
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PREEMIE FREEBIES

Our December freebie comes from Preemie Crystal Ball - Preemie 
Disability Statistics.  Preemie Crystal Ball is powering the research to 
provide better patient outcomes.  Ahora disponible en Español! 

PREEMIE DISABILITY STATISTICS CARD

get it at preemieworld.com/preemie-freebies

PREEMIEWORLD TAGS
SOLIKHA MAYA

Solikha was born at 27 weeks and spent 
98 days in the NICU.

Solikha just turned 7 on November 12th 
and is now in 1st grade and she is playing 
soccer for the first time.  Miss Solikha is 
so full of life, love, curiosity, a vivid imagi-
nation and tons of energy!

                                                                
Tag us on Instagram before the 15th of the 
month for a chance to be highlighted!

continued at preemieworld.com/PWtags-2021-Dec

PREEMIE GENIUS
WE ARE ALWAYS WITH YOU

Telling your preemie his/her birth 
story isn’t always easy.

Enter, “We Are Always With You,” a chil-
dren’s book by author, Dr. Deborah 

Simmons - a simplistic and loving way 
of explaining preterm birth. 

preemieworld.com/preemiegenius-2021-Dec

continued at preemieworld.com/WhatsNew-2021-Dec

The Pregnancy Company® (NASDAQ: SERA), 
focused on improving maternal and neonatal health 
by providing innovative pregnancy biomarker infor-
mation to doctors and patients, today announced 
a partnership with PreemieWorld, GLO Preemies, 
and the Alliance for Black NICU Families, leading 
organizations all geared to empowering and sup-
porting families impacted by preterm birth. Learn 
more: 
https://preemie.us/SeraPrognosticsAnnouncement

WHAT’S NEW?
SERA PROGNOSTICS COLLABORATION TO HELP UNDERSERVED 
COMMUNITIES 

NON-PROFIT NEWS

Visit preemieworld.com/contact to inquire.

WANT TO SEE YOUR NEWS HERE?

TRUST YOUR STRENGTH
Spreading Holiday Cheer | December 2021

GLO PREEMIES
Volunteers Needed | Positions Currently Open

see more at preemieworld.com/npnews-2021-Dec

QUESTION OF THE MONTH

• @running_gatorgirl: 14 now and in the 80th 
percentile for height, 50th for weight and has a 
5.0 GPA.

• @preemiecrystalball:  2E, and an adorable 
goofball.

• @katherinenorland: Better than they forecast-
ed, different and more delightful than imagined.

Teenage Preemie? How is he/she doing now?

PRE
EMIE

WORLD.COM/STORE

PREEMIE SWAG

It’s not just the cool  
design or perfect fit- 
our t-shirts help support 
our organization.

Each shirt is  
constructed with  
100% fine jersey cotton.
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